Primary Research 

Research to collect original data. Primary Research is often undertaken after the researcher has gained some insight into the issue by collecting secondary data. This can be through numerous forms, including questionnaires, direct observation and telephone interviews amongst others. This information may be collected in things like questionnaires and interviews.

There are basic approaches to data collections using primary methods:

Qualitative research includes interviews, focus groups, participant observations and ethnographies.

Quantitative research includes controlled laboratory experiments, field work, questionnaires and surveys.

The term primary research is widely used in academic research, market research and competitive intelligence.

There are advantages and disadvantages to primary research.
Secondary Research

(Also known as desk research) involves the summary, collation and/or synthesis of existing research rather than primary research, where data is collected from, for example, research subjects or experiments

The term is widely used in market research and in medical research. The principal methodology in medical secondary research is the systematic review, commonly using meta-analytic statistical techniques, although other methods of synthesis, like realist reviews and meta-narrative reviews, have been developed in recent years.

In archaeology and landscape history, desk research is contrasted with fieldwork.

Secondary research can come from either internal or external sources. The proliferation of web search engines has increased opportunities to conduct secondary research without paying fees to database research providers

